
 

 

  



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

• Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

• The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 
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The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

October 5 & 6, 2019 
 

Rooted and Growing: United in love for the lost 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 240 

 

M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Please stand 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord.  

 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your  

tender care. 

 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

  Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving 

you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Hosea 3:1-5 

Hosea models God’s love by showing love to his wife. 

 

 The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and 

is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the 

sacred raisin cakes.” 

 So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. Then I told 

her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and 

I will live with you.” 

 For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, 

without ephod or idol. Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and David their 

king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days. 
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Psalm of the Day  Psalm 51a 

Even though we sin and do evil, God still shows us unfailing love. 

 

 

 Have mercy on me, O God, 

  according to your unfailing love. 

 

 Wash away all my iniquity, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 

 For I know my transgressions, 

  and my sin is always before me. Refrain 

 

 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

  and done what is evil in your sight. 

 

 Surely I was sinful at birth, 

  sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

   

 Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my iniquity. 

 

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

  and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain 
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Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 

Paul instructs the Corinthians to model God’s love in forgiving their brother. 

 

 If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of you, to some 

extent – not to put it too severely. The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient for him. 

Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive 

sorrow. I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him. The reason I wrote you was to see if you 

would stand the test and be obedient in everything. If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And what 

I have forgiven – if there was anything to forgive – I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 

in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 

endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Luke 15:1-10 

God shows love by seeking and finding us, even when we are lost. 

 

 Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him. But the Pharisees and 

the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

 Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. 

Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And 

when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and 

neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the same 

way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who do not need to repent. 

 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the 

house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors 

together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, there is 

rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 
 

 Verse of the Day: The Verse of the Day is a familiar or significant Scripture text, bookended with 

alleluias (which are omitted during the Lenten season). It is a proper – that is, it changes each Sunday. 

The Verse of the Day mirrors the Sunday, festival, or season of the church year. Its placement between 

the Second Lesson and the Gospel is designed to increase understanding of the lessons. It looks forward 

to and welcomes the reading of the Gospel.  
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Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) I Love to Tell the Story 

Junior Choir arranged by Anna Laura Page 

 

 I love to tell the story of unseen things above,  

 Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 

 I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true;  

 It satisfies my longings as nothing else can do. 

Refrain:  I love to tell the story, it will be my theme in glory, 

  To tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 

 

 Tell me of Jesus, a story so dear, 

 Tell me of Jesus, who always is near. 

 Tell me a story of grace from above, 

 Of Jesus, our Savior, and his unending love. 

 

 I love to tell the story of Jesus so dear, 

 I love to tell the story of Jesus so near. 

 I love to tell the story of grace from above, 

 Of Jesus Christ, our Savior, and his unending love. Refrain 

 

Hymn of the Day Jesus Sinners Does Receive 

Christian Worship 304 

 

Sermon (Saturday) Genesis 14:8-24 

Use Earthly Wealth for Heavenly Gain 

 

 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim and the 

king of Bela (that is, Zoar) marched out and drew up their battle lines in the Valley of Siddim against 

Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar – 

four kings against five. Now the Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits, and when the kings of Sodom and 

Gomorrah fled, some of the men fell into them and the rest fled to the hills. The four kings seized all the 

goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food; then they went away. They also carried off Abram’s 

nephew Lot and his possessions, since he was living in Sodom. 
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 One who had escaped came and reported this to Abram the Hebrew. Now Abram was living near 

the great trees of Mamre the Amorite, a brother of Eshcol and Aner, all of whom were allied with 

Abram. When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he called out the 318 trained men 

born in his household and went in pursuit as far as Dan. During the night Abram divided his men to 

attack them and he routed them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus. He recovered all 

the goods and brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, together with the women and the other 

people. 

 After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the king of 

Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). 

 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, 

and he blessed Abram, saying, 

 “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 And blessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” 

Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 

 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people and keep the goods for yourself.” 

 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand to the LORD, God Most High, Creator 

of heaven and earth, and have taken an oath that I will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a 

thread or the thong of a sandal, so that you will never be able to say, ‘I made Abram rich.’ I will accept 

nothing but what my men have eaten and the share that belongs to the men who went with me – to 

Aner, Eshcol and Mamre. Let them have their share.” 

 

Sermon (Sunday) Luke 15:1-10 

What Are You Worth? 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen 

us when we are weak. 

  

 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever. 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
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Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 16 of the service folder. 

 

 

Distribution Hymns Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 Christian Worship 339 

 

The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me (see pg. 18) 

Christian Worship Supplement 749 

 

O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 

Christian Worship 316 

 

Please stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 
 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 

Christian Worship 432 

 

Announcements 
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Help me, O God, to be rightly prepared to receive the sacrament. Take away any unbelief  

and overcome any doubts that I may have. Lord Jesus, give me a believing heart  

that the gifts and forgiveness offered here truly are for me. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood.  

You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch remains  

in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 17 

 

 
 

 

 

M Lamentations 3:22-33 2 Samuel 12:19-23 

T Hebrews 12:4-11 James 1:2-12 

W Job 2:1-10 James 5:7-11 

R Ephesians 6:18-20 Mark 6:14-29 

F Hebrews 10:35-39 Isaiah 29:14-21 

S Luke 21:10-19 Revelation 2:8-11 
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Seminary Student Eric Zabell (Saturday) 

 Pastor Kyle Bitter (Sunday) 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter (Saturday) 

 Pastor Eric Schroeder (Sunday) 

 

Musicians Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Saturday) 

 Dr. William Braun, organ (Sunday) 

 Rachel Wendland, piano (Sunday) 

 

Junior Choir Director Mandy Treder 

 

Communion Assistants Mark Meissner, Mark Naumann, Jeff Quint (8:00 a.m.) 

Brian Treichel, Jeff Sitz, Christian Willick (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Greeters Barbara Weihing, Katheryn Hendee, Steve & Jennifer Wolf (8:00 a.m.) 

 Jes & Susan Mariscal, Jessica Gromacki, Mary Rindfleisch, Christian Willick (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Head Ushers Rick Yahn (Saturday); Jon Johnson (8:00 a.m.); Michael Schneider (10:30 a.m.) 

 

AV Operators Lyle Haferman (8:00 a.m.); Brian Cleary (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers are placed by Lyle and Cynthia Haferman in celebration of their 32nd wedding 

anniversary and by Brian and Clare Cleary in celebration of their 41st wedding anniversary. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Cal Kozlowski and Delores Schmeling, released from the hospital and convalescing at home. 

• Zachary Todor, hospitalized at Children’s Hospital. 
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